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Demand *****.Excerpt: .for him in the forest. On learning the news, a party of men had immediately set out to search the place for any evidence they
might find as to the child s fate, Pg 109 but they had returned without having obtained the slightest clue. The wolves had disappeared, naturally
enough, and so had the baby. There was no use to hope any longer. Poor Fedosia must resign herself to the inevitable: little Petka was dead, eaten
by the wolves. Of this there could no longer be the slightest doubt. Enough that it was God s will, and He knew best what was good for the child; but
for all that, the poor, bereaved mother was inconsolable. Petka had been her favourite, her baby boy, and she should never see his bright face and
his splendid limbs again! No wonder she wept, and that her lamentations were to be heard by the whole village, or that she cried incessantly over
the needlework that her mistress gave her to do next day up at the big house, thereby incurring the wrath of the lady, and bringing upon her head
sundry bracing but heartless truisms, such as the following:
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