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*****.Excerpt from Essay on the Common Features Which Appear in All Forms of Religious Belief And now my Sunimer-task is ended. Roll Up all my
papers, and my volumes close: From parts divergent 1 have sought a whole, Complete and perfect, as before me rose The variant Message, which
from Heaven s abode Came down to earth to lead poor man to God. Each Message but reveals th unchanging plan Of Love and Kindness to poor
Humankind, And, like a sunflower, turns the heart of man Groping through darkness his soul s sun to find: No cavern is so dark, but through the
night One ray streams in of God s eternal light. As his forefathers did in Abraham s time, Still by the stream the Brahmin chaunts his prayers; The
Buddhist asks for nothing, but sublime Emancipation from Life s dreary cares. Oh ! could no Angel earth s hard path have trod To whisper in his
ear: There is a God! Can we believe, that all-embracing Grace, Which o er Creation s waters used to glide, Chose out one puny, graceless. Jewish
Race, And shut the gates of Hope on all beside: Let them indulge their passions and their crimes And raise up trophies to outlive all times? Buddha,
Confucius, Plato, Socrates, LeG words of gold, which no age can destroy; They please, when all things else have ceased to please: But of those holy
men how great the joy, Had God s own Message by their soul been heard; If one still voice their inward heart had stirred! About the Publisher
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