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Toronto, Ontario, Canada: Knopf Canada, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 2004. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. 1st
Edition. Book Description: From the acclaimed author of The River Midnight comes the story two emigrant women who change each others lives
and, despite following separate paths, are united in their love of a child. In 1875, Nehama arrives at St. Katharines Dock, having fled the expectations
of her family in Poland. Planning to create a new life for herself and then send for her family to join her, she isnt prepared for the reality of Londons
East End, where only a block can separate the lively street markets from the dens of iniquity. Her dreams of independence falter when she is tricked
into becoming a prostitute by a man called the Squire, who poses as a member of the Newcomers Assistance Committee. Brutalized and trapped,
Nehama soon begins to lose hope, but when she becomes pregnant she realizes she must get away to save her child. With only the whispers of her
late grandmother to guide her, she escapes and is taken in by a kind couple, who help her to re-create herself in the respectable immigrant
community of the East End. There, despite a miscarriage, she begins to find a niche for herself as a seamstress and marries a tailor named Nathan.
Sadly, however, she is unable to escape the pain of losing her baby and is haunted by the conviction that her sordid life in Dorset Street is to blame
for her childlessness. Emilia arrives in London in 1886, having fled from a life in Minsk that would have been considered privileged if it werent for her
domineering and unpredictable father. Her dreams of living in an Italian villa with the mother she left behind have not prepared her...
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