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***** Historians in Japan and the United States have already written much about the period between 7 December 1941 and the Battle of Midway
early in June 1942, a period when the United States was on the defensive in the Pacific and U.S. policymakers were unsure how the war against
Japan should be prosecuted. Using their histories as background, this study focuses on an obscure but important program, the U.S. Navy s
communications intelligence (COMINT) effort, which, despite its size and the trauma of Pearl Harbor, proved to be an unprecedented, sole, and
timely source of information concerning Japanese intentions and strategy. The study chronicles how, by reorganizing and redirecting its resources,
U.S. Navy communications analysts engineered a spectacular triumph over Japanese naval cryptography and how the reports produced by these
analysts contributed to development of a new U.S. naval strategy in the Pacific. By intercepting, deciphering, and translating the Japanese Navy s
messages that contained their order of battle, the timetables for their military operations at Port Moresby, the Aleutians, and Midway, and a myriad
of vital details concerning their most secret plans and intentions, the communications analysts were vindicated of any taint of failure from Pearl
Harbor. Perhaps most importantly, this study provides an in-depth examination of what U.S. communications intelligence learned from Japanese
Navy communications; how this information influenced U.S. Navy decision makers in Washington and Hawaii, who developed an American strategy
to stop the advancing Japanese; how completely it frustrated Japanese strategy in the second phase of the war; and how it affected the outcome of
two historic sea battles. In the words of Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, COMINT was entitled to a major share...
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